
 
 

 

On October 17, 2020, the Annaburg Manor Park Master Plan task force convened to kick-off the Master 
Plan process and discuss initial ideas for development of the park. The following summarizes the key issues, 
opportunities, and concepts guiding park development.  

 

Annaburg Manor Park offers an important opportunity for Manassas to create a new community park within 

close proximity to the City’s historic downtown, existing neighborhoods, and the Caton Merchant assisted 

living facility. There was strong consensus that the master plan should provide an integrated design with 

opportunities for families, children, and elderly residents at Caton Merchant as well as space for 

unprogrammed sports and activities.  

The group agreed that the central strength of the park lies in its historic context, natural beauty, and open 

space features. Planning of the park should respect the extant historic and landscape features of the site. 

Historic landscape elements should provide inspiration for the design of new features and uses. 

While the site has sufficient parking (on and off-street) to support most new uses, there was some concern 

regarding large-scale events that might generate nuisances such as noise or traffic for the surrounding 

neighborhood. As such, passive uses or small-scale active uses should be the focus of park development. 

New park amenities should support passive activities, provide opportunities to learn about the community, 

architectural, and natural history of the property, and have minimal impact on the historic integrity of the 

landscape.  

A complete list of issues, opportunities, and ideas is included in the Summary Responses below. 

Based on the stakeholder group discussion, the following concepts should guide the development of the 

park Master Plan: 

► Create a community park with amenities to attract a variety of users. 

► Focus on passive uses that respect the historic and natural features of the site.  

► Integrate new features and amenities into the historic landscape. 

► Draw design inspiration from the history of the site. 

► Minimize impacts of modern uses (playgrounds, events, etc) on the surrounding 

neighborhood. 

 

Question 1. What is your aspiration or vision for this park? 

The group was asked about their aspirations for this park. Participants shared their vision for the park 

along with their highest priorities that would make the park an enjoyable place for their families, friends, 

neighbors, etc. 

- Local neighborhood park, dog park, gardens, trees 

- Neighborhood garden, playground, local artist exhibits 

- Dogs, playgrounds, integration with the surrounding shopping areas and neighborhoods 



 
 

- Soccer area, dog-friendly, kid-friendly, bikes/bike racks, benches 

- Keep open space, provide picnic tables, picnic benches, an opportunity for people to enjoy the 

fresh air 

- Open space, community park 

- Gardens (not formal), chess tables, playscape for young children; the design should seamlessly 

integrate different aspects of the park 

- Keep the historic aspect, gardens; playground does not fit in with the context of the space 

- Maintain the historic aspects of the park, coordinated design, walking paths 

- Installation of gazebo, platform concert area 

- Consider the gardens and walking paths at Gunston Hall as a good example 

- Gardens, shelters, not keen on playground for children 

- Consider Bryant Park as a good example - it offers picnic tables, heavy maintenance, and trash 

removal; concerned with garden maintenance 

- Lots of green space/open space, picnic tables, trees, activities to draw people to the park, people 

need ownership of park 

- Balance between historic value and value to the community, open space, landscaping, integrate 

facilities into cohesive design  

- Buds and Roses has adopted the park and planted and maintain the pollinator garden. The park’s 

flat open space is used for soccer/baseball/frisbee. Remove the flag pole; restore the fountain; 

keep the park informal 

- City has a deficit of open space, need balance between active and passive recreation 

 

Question 2. What is appropriate balance between preserving the historic grounds and active 

community use? 

The group was asked to consider the balance between restoring the historical integrity of the grounds 

versus the active use of the park. This led to an additional discussion of the sites history and features as 

follows: 

- Researchers have not found original landscape plans, but we do have aerial views from the 1930s. 

There is a general understanding that at least some of the existing landscaping is original. 

- A stone tower once existed on the property. It was built for personal use by original owners to 

remind Anna Portner of home. It was said that the tower was also used to store and display 

interesting collectibles. 

- There may have been a tunnel connecting the tower to the original house. Would need an 

archeological survey to verify. 

- The original driveway ran along the side of the home and could be restored.  Stone gravel 

attributed to the original entry drive has been found on neighboring properties. 

- There is not an assumption that original structures, such as the tower will be reconstructed; 

however, they could offer inspiration for park features and add context to the vision of the park. 

- More passive than active, maintain original plantings and trees 

- Mesh the active and passive while learning about history 

- While there is a trend and interest in using native plants for parks, Portner imported and collected 

plants from around the world. It would be interesting to interpret this by installing a collection of 

trees like an arboretum, similar to what the original owners did. 



 
 

 

Question 3. Strengths and weaknesses 

The group was asked to discuss the strength’s and weaknesses of the park. Many strengths had already 

been discussed. The following additional comments were noted: 

 

- Parking 

- People park at Annaburg for Old Town events 

- There is also ample street parking 

- Traffic 

- Portner and Mathis are heavily trafficked roads 

- Consider installing a speed bump or stop sign to slow down cars near the park 

- Strengths 

- Beautiful site 

- Historic house and plantings 

- The large, mature trees provide habitat for bald eagles, hawks, owls, and ravens  

 

Question 4. Programming, design features, and amenities 

The group was asked to consider the list of community ideas for the park to identify appropriate and 

desirable programming, design features, and amenities. The group affirmed many of the ideas presented 

by the broader community meeting. Some ideas were deliberated further and narrowed based on the 

discussion. 

 

- Amenities like bike racks, walking paths, benches, picnic tables, and chess tables are desirable 

- Barbeque grills are not appropriate because of maintenance and trash   

- The park should be dog friendly; dogs should be welcome, but it does not have to have a formal, 

fenced dog park 

- Restore the fountain, but don’t add any play aspects (e.g., splash pads) 

- Events 

- Small-scale events and programming, such as art events, plays, acoustic musicians, and 

yoga would be appropriate 

- Larger events, like beer gardens/festivals may not be appropriate because of the lack of 

buffer between the surrounding houses and adjacent nursing home use 

- Noise concerns – Only acoustic music, no music that projects or is amplified 

- Limits on event hours or number of people should be considered so as not to disrupt the 

neighbors 

- Consider ways to control events, such as not advertising public events or allowing rentals 

- Operational conditions should be provided during the special use permit approval process 

- Restrooms are needed.  

- Do not use porta-potties 

- Restrooms could be located in the basement of the house. 

- Could also be similar to the Liberia Mansion restrooms, but connected to the house 

- Make sure that restrooms well-maintained 



 
 

- If a mobile-library or free little library is provided, it should integrate into the overall programing 

for the site 

- Programming with non-profit partners should be considered 

- Children’s play elements should be sensitive to the historic context. For example, large plastic play 

equipment are not necessarily appropriate. 

- Historic interpretation signs 

- Signs needs to be updated on a regular basis, so they do not become outdated, or old 

- Consider innovative ways to interpret history – labels for the trees or incorporating 

Portner’s achievements into elements of public art or children’s play 

- Gardens 

- If gardens are provided, they should be well-designed and integrated into the larger 

design of the park. 

- Gardens will need to be well-maintained. Buds and Roses has adopted the park and will 

assist with maintenance.  

- There may not be an interest in a plotted community garden as many people in the 

surrounding area have large yards and their own private vegetable gardens. Some 

churches and townhome communities in Manassas also have community garden plots. 

- Liberia Mansion may be a better site for a community garden as it is more protected and 

not in view of surrounding neighbors 

- Edible plants could be incorporated into other types of gardens (e.g., children's sensory 

gardens, oriental gardens) instead of a plotted vegetable garden. 

- There is currently no water source for gardens. Currently, the City or volunteers truck water 

to the site. Gardens will require a consistent, sustainable water supply. 

- Trees and gardens offer a teaching opportunity (for example, labeling trees on the site and 

identifying champion trees) 

- Food vendors will need to follow existing standard City park guidelines. There was some concern 

about trash, smells, etc.  

- There is already have enough parking in the existing lot to serve the park, although there may be a 

need for more parking depending on the end use of the building. 

- It was suggested that the amenities at this park should not compete with amenities at other parks. 

Consideration should be given for what uses are needed but could be accommodated at other 

parks in Manassas. 

- Some of the suggestions from the community meeting that did not have traction included: splash 

pads/sprays, small lake, and toy sailboat rentals. 

- Some of the suggestions from the community meeting were not clearly interpreted. For example, 

trains as public art would be acceptable, but a working children’s train would not be desirable. 

 

Question 5. Discussion on the community’s ideas for the future use of the manor house. 

The group was asked to consider the list of community ideas for the house and consider how it may 

impact the park master plan. There was not strong consensus on a future use of the facility. Some of the 

ideas include: 

 

- The rehabilitation for City office spaces will be cost prohibitive for the space available 



 
 

- Integrate into the museum system and consider allowing use by partner museums (e.g., Freedom 

Museum) 

- Restore back to original home and offer tours of house; restoration of the house should be viewed 

as a long-term investment 

- Turn into a recreation/community/art center, keeping in mind that any use should not cause a 

disturbance to neighbors 

- Focus on uses that allow the building to be open to the public (for example, private uses such as 

bed and breakfast, apartments, or restaurants) 

- Allow the basement to be used as an exhibition area for the model railroad club 

- The building will be too expensive to restore; focus on grounds only  

 


